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by the absence of the short and gloomy days of winter; but as Lou says, life is all a pair of scales, and there's a deal of compensation goes to make up the balance.
{Extracted, by permission, from letter written to the Rev. Dr. Nicol, then of the Tolbooth, Edinbiwgh, and Editor of the Church of Scotland Mission Record, in which paper it was published in October 1892.]
. . . The two pretty Mission-houses are usually occupied by two English missionaries, who are the professors of this ' South Sea university city/ as Malua may be called. At present Mr. Newall is in England on furlough, so that the whole burden falls on Mr. Marriott, and you may fancy that it is by no means a light one when I tell you that, besides being minister and professor, he is doctor also to the whole establishment. The talavai (dispensary) bell rings twice a day, when the patients come up and receive advice and medicine from the window of the little dispensary; but besides that, special cases seem to be dropping in at all hours of the day. The university buildings proper are situated a little behind the Mission-houses; they are built in an oblong, the centre of which is planted with coconut and bread-fruit trees; there are nine white-washed and thatched houses on each side of this parallelogram, and at the end farthest